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High Tech Los Angeles 
Charter School 

Mission Statement 
 
 

HighTech Los Angeles Charter School is a diverse community 
of active learners dedicated to fusing the traditional 
academic subjects with real-world, technical applications 
and problem solving skills.  Students are productive, self-
directed learners, engaged in rigorous, relevant work. HTLA 
prepares students to be motivated, influential leaders 
committed to the challenge of connecting our community to 
the larger society.    
 
HighTech Los Angeles is an institution of learning: 
 

• Housed in a state-of-the-art educational facility to 
create a stimulating educational environment 

 
• Enriched by the utilization of technology to develop 

vital career skills required of professionals in 
tomorrow�s workforce 

 
• Centered on project-based learning that emphasizes 

real-world, hands-on educational experiences 
 

• Committed to community service and awareness through 
student internships with local business and industry  

 
• Personalized to meet the holistic needs and to 

maximize the unique talents of the individual student 
 

• Dedicated to the development of students with 
individual integrity and a strong sense of ethics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 2 
 

CURRICULUM  
 

In order to graduate from HTLA, a student must 1) earn a minimum of 230 credits 
(each semester class is valued at 5 credits), 2) complete the specific course 
requirements as listed, and 3) pass both the English/Language Arts and the Math 
portions of the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).  
 
The course of study at HTLA is set out below, broken down by grade.   
 
Grade 9 Course of Study 

• English 
• Geography/Humanities 
• Integrated Math 1 
• Physics 
• Spanish 1 
• Photo 
• X-Block/Advisory 

 
Grade 10 Course of Study 

• English 
• World History 
• Integrated Math 2 
• Chemistry  
• Spanish 2 
• X-Block/Advisory 

 
Grade 11 Course of Study 

• English 
• Unites States History 
• Integrated Math 3 
• Biology 
• X-Block/Advisory 

 
Grade 12 Course of Study 

• English 
• United States Government/Economics 
• Elective Math 
• Elective Science 
• Internship (1 Semester) 
• X-Block/Advisory 

 
• Examples of electives offered: Computer Programming, Media, Robotics, 

Drama, Advanced Photography, Journalism, Solar Car, Personal Finance, 
Human Sexuality. 

 

Graduation Requirements 
 

HTLA�s graduation requirements meet or exceed the A  � G requirements for 
admission to the University of California.  The following chart outlines 
HTLA�s graduation requirements compared to CSU and UC admission 
requirements. 

 

SUBJECT CSU Requirements UC Requirements HTLA 
Social Studies 2 years 2 years 4 years 
English 4 years 4 years 4 years 
Math 3 years 3 years 4 years 
Science 2 years 2 years 4 years 
Foreign Language 2 years 2 years 2 years 
Visual/Perf. Arts 1 year 1 year 1 year 
Internship   1 Semester 
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DAILY/WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
2009-2010 

 
Students are expected to be in their first class at 8:45 a.m.  Students 
arriving after 8:45 a.m. are considered �tardy�.  F requent tardiness 
will result in disciplinary action. ONCE A STUDENT IS ON THE BIRMINGHAM OR HTLA 
CAMPUS IN THE MORNING, REGARDLESS OF THE TIME, THEY MAY NOT LEAVE CAMPUS. 
 

HTLA is on a �block schedule.�  The bell schedule i s set out below: 
 

Monday 

Class  Start  End  Duration  

Period 1  8:45  10:23  98  

Advisory  10:23  10:33  10  

Nutrition  10:33  10:53  20  

Period 2  10:53  12:31  98  

Lunch  12:31  1:01  30  

X Block  1:01  2:11  70  

Period 3  2:11  3:50  99  

  

Tuesday and Thursday  

Class  Start  End  Duration  

Period 4  8:45  10:23  98  

Advisory  10:23  10:33  10  

Nutrition  10:33  10:53  20  

Period 5  10:53  12:31  98  

Lunch  12:31  1:01  30  

X Block  1:01  2:11  70  

Period 6  2:11  3:50  99  

 

Wednesday 

Class  Start  End  Duration  

Period 1  8:45  10:25  100  

Nutrition  10:25  10:45  20  

Period 2  10:45  12:25  100  

Lunch  12:25  12:55  30  

Advisory  12:55  2:05  70  

Period 3  2:05  3:50  105  
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Friday  

Class  Start  End  Duration  

Period 1  8:45 AM  9:47 AM  62  

Nutrition  9:47 AM  10:07 AM  20  

Period 2  10:07 AM  11:10 AM  63  

Period 3  11:10 AM  12:12 PM  62  

Lunch  12:12 PM  12:42 PM  30  

Period 4  12:42 PM  1:45 PM  63  

Period 5  1:45 PM  2:48 PM  63  

Period 6  2:48 PM  3:50 PM  62  

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Note: Wednesday does not have a 10 minute advisory as the first class of the 
day. 
 
 

HIGH TECH LOS ANGELES 
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

2009 - 2010 
  
 
 

August 17, 2009     School Begins 
September 7, 2009 (School Closed)  Labor Day 
September 28, 2009    School Closed 
November 11, 2009   (School Closed)  Veteran�s Day 
November 26, 2009 (School Closed)  Thanksgiving 
November 27, 2009     School Closed 
December 18, 2009    Last day of Fall semester 
December 21, 2009 � January 8, 2010     Winter Brea k 
January 11, 2010    First day of Spring semester 
January 18, 2010 (School Closed)  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
February 15, 2010 (School Closed)  President�s Day 
March 29, 2010 - April 2, 2010     Spring Break 
May 31, 2010  (School Closed)   Memorial Day 
June 4, 2010      Last day of semester 
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CLOSED CAMPUS POLICY 
 

HTLA is a closed campus. HTLA hours are 8:45 a.m. and 3:50 p.m. on 
school days, during which all students must remain on campus, unless 
supervised by HTLA�s staff or they otherwise have b een given written 
permission by their parent or guardian to leave campus, as set forth 
below. 
 

Students at HTLA during school hours must always be in class and under 
the supervision of an adult. 
 
The only exception to the closed-campus rule is the academic internship 
program, which requires different approval forms and parental consent. These 
forms will be distributed to the students at the time they participate in their 
academic internship.   
 

Students who stay for any after school activity must remain on campus.  
If a student requires an after school snack, he or she must bring it to 
school with them in the morning.  Students who leave campus to get 
something to eat or otherwise will not be allowed back into the 
building.   
 

Students not attending an after-school activity must leave campus at 
4:00pm and may not remain on campus unsupervised.  Students attending 
an after-school activity must leave campus immediately upon conclusion 
of such activity and may not remain on campus unsupervised.  HTLA does 
not provide day care or adult supervision after school, except for 
adult supervision of school-sponsored after-school activities. 
 

Written Permission to Leave Campus 
 
Students cannot leave campus during the school day without prior written 
consent from their parents or guardians. The note must be given to the front 
desk staff prior to 8:45 a.m. the day the early dismissal is being requested. A 
phone number where a parent can be reached on that day must be on the request. 
An early dismissal slip is needed for students to leave school before the end 
of the day. If a student becomes ill during the school day, they must notify 
their teacher and will be given permission to go to the office for evaluation.  
If it is determined that the student should go home, the office will contact a 
parent.  Students are never to call their parents requesting to go home on 
their own 
 
Student Drivers 
 
Students who drive their own vehicles to and from school must sign and 
comply with the rules set out in the Parking Permit Agreement, a copy 
of which is included at the end of the Handbook. Failure to follow 
these rules will result in an immediate disciplinary meeting and 
appropriate disciplinary action, which may include denial of a parking 
permit, suspension or more serious consequences, depending on the 
severity and repetitiveness of the violation. Please note: HTLA has an 
allocation of parking spaces, and students must obtain permission and a 
parking pass to use one of those spaces. Students must provide a copy 
of their driver�s license, registration, and proof of insurance before 
being issued a parking permit. Parking permits are available before 
school, at lunch, and after school until 4:00 p.m. 
 
Students are not allowed in the parking lot from 8:45 a.m. � 3:50 p.m., 
unless they are going to their internships. 
 
Student Passengers 
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Students who drive to and from school may not drive other HTLA students 
in their vehicle during HTLA school hours without written permission, 
in advance, from the parents of any student who may be a passenger. 
Students are not allowed to drive other students to their academic 
internships without written permission in advance from the parents of 
the student passenger. 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE  
 
The project-based nature of the HTLA program makes attendance extremely 
important. 
 
Significant absences due to illness or repeated unexcused absences will 
lead to academic and disciplinary consequences, as will repeated 
tardiness.  Five or more days of absence requires a doctor�s note to 
return to school. 
 
HTLA request that families schedule vacations or special programs so as 
not to conflict with school. In particular, the final two weeks of any 
semester are critical, as they culminate in the student exhibitions and 
presentations upon which faculty base their final assessments. 
 
We encourage you to schedule appointments before or after school. 
However, we understand that on occasion, missing school can�t be 
helped.  
 
If your child needs to be excused early due to a medical or dental 
appointment or clear an absence, the student must bring a signed note 
from home to the Main Office before school begins, at nutrition or 
lunch or after school. ALL ABSENCES MUST BE CLEARED WITH A SIGNED NOTE 
FROM HOME BY PARENT/GUARDIAN. Our absence form can be found on our 
website at htla.org and a sample form is in this appendix. Parents 
please come in to the office and sign your child out of school at the 
front desk and provide us with a doctor�s excuse fo llowing the visit 
the next day. 
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